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EVENT GUIDE

 

THE SOUTH SHORE 
NATURAL SCIENCE CENTER

Programs at a Glance

July
4 – Closed
6 – In the Garden Begins
7 – Nature Encounters Begins
11 – Parents & Tots Begins
11 – Pollinate NE Workshop
11 – Pollinate NE Lecture
13 – Twilight in the Gardens Cocktail 

Reception
14 – Garden Tour
18 – SALT the Humpback Whale
17 – FREE Climate Change Teacher  

Workshop Begins
25 – Caterpillar Lab
25 - Garden Gate Art Show Reception

Nature Adventures Camp
AT SOUTH SHORE NATURAL SCIENCE CENTER, 

Norwell, MA

SOUTH SHORE 
NATURAL SCIENCE CENTER
A SOUTH SHORE YMCA ORGANIZATION

SUMMER STARTS HERE

NATURE BASED STEM PROGRAMS & EXPLORATION
June 27-August 26, 2016

Ages 3-13
Registration starts in February - southshorenaturalsciencecenter.org

Questions email tdegiulio@ssymca.org or call 781-659-2559

Nature Adventures Camp
AT SOUTH SHORE NATURAL SCIENCE CENTER, 

Norwell, MA

SOUTH SHORE 
NATURAL SCIENCE CENTER
A SOUTH SHORE YMCA ORGANIZATION

SUMMER STARTS HERE

NATURE BASED STEM PROGRAMS & EXPLORATION
June 27-August 26, 2016

Ages 3-13
Registration starts in February - southshorenaturalsciencecenter.org

Questions email tdegiulio@ssymca.org or call 781-659-2559

August
2 – Bubbleology
4 – Volunteer Day at the Family Farm
9 – Thingamajig
11 – Volunteer Day at the Family Farm
14 – Rainforest Reptiles
18 – Volunteer Day at the Family Farm
22 – Eyes on Owls
25 – Volunteer Day at the Family Farm

September
3 – Closed
7 – Tales from the Wild Begins
9 – Sunday Stroll Begins
15 – Corn Festival
16 – Corn Festival
19 – Homeschool Scientist Begins
22 – Shibori & Indigo Workshop
24 – Homeschool Trailblazers begins
25 – Nature Inspired Engineering Begins
29 – Seed Saving for Beginners

October
8 – Archeology Discovery Day
13 – Night at the Museum

November
3 – STEMsational Superstars
12 – Crazy about Cranberries
22 – Closed 

December
8 – Winter Skies
24 - Vacation Week Programs
25 – Closed
26 – Vacation Week Programs
27 – Vacation Week Programs
27 - Bubbleology
28 – Vacation Week Programs
31 – Vacation Week Programs

Nature Adventures Camp  –  Educate! Excite! Inspire!
The 2018 Summer Camp season is off to a great start.  Campers are busy mucking 
around in the pond, exploring the woods, planting in the gardens, and learning about 
local animals.  Camp groups spend their week outside exploring and investigating nature.  
Our experienced counselors and environmental educators work with each camp group 
to provide a fun and engaging week of programs. Each session focuses on a different 
nature-based theme with special visitors and field trips scheduled to enhance the child’s 
experience.  Specialty themed camps are geared towards middle school-aged campers 
and provide an opportunity for them to delve deeper into topics through hands-on 
STEM activities. Limited spaces are available. Sign-up today. Themed Weeks: Digging for 
Dinos, Ocean Commotion, Creepy Crawlers, Wild & Wacky Science, Natures Engineers, Space 
Exploration, Creatures of the Night. Specialty Camps: Vet School Camp – Marine Animals,  
Vet School Camp – Land Animals, Explorers – Survival Skills.
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South Shore Natural Science Center

48 Jacobs Lane, Norwell, MA 02061 
781-659-2559 

southshorenaturalsciencecenter.org
 

Hours: 
Monday-Saturday 9:00am–5:00pm  
Sunday 11:00am–4:00pm, Starting 

September 9
 

Admission: 
Free for SSNSC and SSYMCA members

$5.00/Adult & Children (2-15)  
Under 2 Free

Trails open daily from dawn until dusk,  
free for your enjoyment

SSNSC Staff 
 
Administration Staff
Chris Jacobs, Executive Director
Wendy Blomberg, Functions Coordinator
Kim Crespi, Member Services & Program  
  Support Coordinator
Theresa Delahunt, Member Service Associate
Jen Piepenbrink, Member Service Associate 
Laura Horky, Member Services Associate 
Hannah Woodbury, Store & Art Coordinator 
Bill Martin, Facilities

Camp Staff
Chris Lewis, Site Director
Ben Hyland, Assistant Site Director
Melissa Kurkoski, Assistant Site Director
 
Education Staff
Louise Beaudry, Senior Naturalist
Angela Dwyer, Naturalist & Birthday   
  Coordinator
Ben Hyland, Naturalist & Scout Coordinator
Nina Rogowsky, Farm Director & Volunteer  
  Coordinator

Preschool Staff
Diane Thureson, Preschool Director
Melissa Kurkoski, Sr. Lead Teacher, Naturalist
Teachers
Kristin Achorn
Kathleen Amirault
Theresa Delahunt
Joan Gerhard
Mary Beth Hines
Cory Noordzij
Jill Zielinski
Subsitute Teachers
Kim Cody
Sheila McCarthy

YOUTH PROGRAMS

SSNSC FEATURES:
• Nature Center Preschool - Ages 2.9-5+ 

• Nature Adventures Camp Ages 3-14

• Vacation Week Programs

• EcoZone – Interactive Exhibits

• Vine Hall Art Gallery

• José Carreiro Children’s Garden

• Interpretive Trails

• Scout Programs, Birthday Parties, School 
Programs

• Flora II & Fauna Mobile Science Vans

Homeschool Trailblazers 
Every other Monday 
Session I: September 24 – December 17
Session II: January 14 – April 8
9:30am-12:30pm
Ages 6-11

Come join us for our new homeschool 
explorers program! Based in the principles 
of outdoor experiential learning, this 
program will help foster the bond between 
children and nature. We will take the time 
to explore, build, play, and discover within 
the habitats around the science center. This 
program combines unstructured play and 
free exploration with hands on activities 
and lessons.

Fees: $300 per session or $500 for both

Nature Inspired Engineering 
Tuesdays
September 25-October 23
4:00-5:30pm
Ages 6-10

Nature did it first!  Join us as we explore the 
world of engineering by designing, building, 
and testing our ideas inspired by nature.

Fees:  $105 Member; $125 Non-Member

Homeschool Scientists
Every other Wednesday, 
September 19-November 28
9:30-11:00am
Ages 4-7

Using the natural world, hands-on 
experiments, and the museum’s unique 
collections, participants will learn fundamental 
skills and concepts in science, based on the 
Massachusetts STEM curriculum framework. 
Dress for the weather.

Fees: $13 Member, $15 Non-Member per class
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FAMILY PROGRAMS

YOUTH PROGRAMS  (CONT.)

School Vacation Week 
Monday, December 24; Wednesday, December 26 – Friday 28
Monday, December 31
9:00am – 2:30pm
Ages 6 - 10

Thriving and Surviving in Winter 
How does a beaver survive winter? What do deer eat while the 
ground is covered in snow? How have people survived through 
the winter for hundreds of years? Join us for our Winter Vacation 
Camp as we explore animal tracks in the snow, try our hand at 
winter bird watching, and discover the secrets of surviving in the 
harsh winters of New England. 

Fees: $65/day Members; $75/day Non-Members per class

SALT the Humpback Whale
Wednesday, July 18
1:00-3:00pm, Drop-in
Ages 3 & Up 

Come take a selfie with a 43-foot-long 
life-sized model of a real humpback whale 
named Salt. Join our educators and explore 
the inside and outside anatomy of the 
whale as well as their habits and migration 
routes without getting wet!

Fees: Free with Admission

The Caterpillar Lab
Wednesday, July 25
2:00-5:00pm, Drop-in
Ages 5 & Up

A one-of-a-kind experience that celebrates 
the impressive diversity of New England 
caterpillars! Each individual display will include 
a variety of caterpillars, in various stages of 
development, on their local host plants. With 

no glass between visitors and the displays, 
the caterpillars can be enjoyed up-close and 
personal – eating, camouflaging, pooping, or 
defending themselves with clever adaptations. 
Through hands-on experiences and mini 
programs, expect to see native caterpillars 
that are larger, hairier, trickier, cuter and more 
fascinating that you’d ever have thought!

Fees: Free with admission

Archeology Discovery Day
Monday, October 8
10:00am – 3:00pm, Drop-in
All Ages

Join us for a fun hands-on mock archeological 
dig. Visitors will use special tools to excavate 
fragments of the past. Come and see what 
you will find! While you are here, you can visit 
our museum’s collection of Early American 
artifacts and our living collection of native 
New England animals.

Fees: Free with Admission
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FAMILY PROGRAMS  (CONT.)

Family Prime Time Programs 
(Drop-in, Free with Admission)

Sunday Stroll
2nd and 4th Sundays, Starting 
September 9
11:30am
All Ages
Join us as we investigate and discover 
what lives in our woods. Dress for the 
weather.

In the Garden
Fridays, through August 24
10:00am
All Ages
From storytelling to hands on 
investigations, join us in the garden 
to discover and explore this amazing 
ecosystem.

Nature Encounters
Saturdays 10:00am
All Ages
Come watch the many creatures of our 
Ecozone get fed and take a closer look 
by exploring some hands-on nature 
touchables.

Tales from the Wild
Fridays, starting September 7
10:00am
Ages 5 & Under
Join us for some nature themed 
storytelling that will delight young 
listeners. Extend your stay to explore 
the EcoZone.

Thingamajig
Thursday, August 9
10:00am-2:00pm
Quincy
All ages, accompanied  
by an adult
Fees: Free
 
THINGAMAJIG is a FREE Invention Convention program for kids ages 5-14 designed 
to allow youth to utilize their strategic thinking and creative-expression skills and be 
inspired through STEM. Students will create solutions to real world challenges and 
have the chance to present their invention at the end of summer with a celebration 
of imagination and resourcefulness! Thingamajig helps kids gear up for a triumphant 
and confident return to school in the fall. Visit ssnsc.org to see how you can take 
part in this summer’s Thingamajig Invention Convention alongside campers and staff 
of the South Shore YMCA! Free and open to the public. Supported in part by grants 
from Braintree, Hingham and Quincy Cultural Councils.

Night at the Museum
Saturday, October 13
4:00–8:00pm, Drop-in
Ages 3 & up

Come and discover our museum at night. 
Hands-on activities and special exhibits 
from our collections will make the museum 
come to life. Guided walks along the 
Science Center trails will take place at 
5:00pm and again at 7:00pm after the sun 
goes down.

Fees: $5 
Member, 
$8 Non-
member

Autumn Discovery Day
Saturday, October 27
10:00am – 3:00pm, Drop-in
All Ages

Join us for a day of hands-on exploration 
as we experience the fun of the season! 
Come dressed for the weather.

Fees: Free with Admission

STEMsational Superstars
Saturday, November 3
1:00-4:00pm, Drop-in
Ages 3 & up

Join us for an exciting day of science explorations 
while meeting local women scientists and 
engineers. Through hands-on activities, learn 
about the cool things they do at work!

Fees: Free with admission

Crazy About Cranberries
Monday, November 12
10:00am – 3:00pm, Drop-in, All Ages

What does it mean if one cranberry bounces 
and another doesn’t? Do white cranberries 
taste different from red? And where did the 
name “cranberry” come from? Drop-in for 
a day of exploration and learning about our 
favorite regional fruit. You’ll also get to taste 
various foods that use cranberries.  

Fees: $5 Member, $8 Non-Member
Free for Veterans – Please show your 
Military ID card

Winter Skies for Scouts
Saturday, December 8
5:00-7:00pm

The shortest day of the year is coming! 
Join us to discover “Winter Skies”- We will 
explore the historic and scientific reasons for 
the winter solstice as well as constellations 
and planets. This is an event for cub scouts 
and girl scouts. Pre-registration is required, 
bring the whole troop!

Fees: $12 Scouts and Siblings
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Nature Center 
Preschool
Nature Center Preschool 
is looking forward 
the Fall of 2018 to 
support young children’s 
explorations and 
ignite their passion for 
learning.  Our play-based, 
emergent approach 
allows each individual 
child an opportunity to 
discover what excites 
them the most about 
learning.  NCP teachers 
encourage children to 
use inquiry skills and 
observation, hands-on experimentation, and problem solving to 
understand their world.  Social emotional support strengthens 
children’s connections to themselves, each other, and the natural 
world. Nature Center Preschool continues to enroll for the 
Fall 2018 school year! To learn more about our unique nature-
based curriculum, contact Preschool Director Diane Thureson at 
dthureson@ssymca.org, or 781-659-2559 ext. 216.

NATURE CENTER PRESCHOOL

December Vacation Week Program
December 24, 26, 27, 28, 31 
Ages 3-6
9-12:30 Extended day 12:30-2:30
$40 Member, $45 Non-member, Extended day $25

Nature Center Preschool Teachers and Science Center 
Naturalists combine talents for a unique Vacation Week 
Program for children ages 3-6! 
Through outdoor exploration, 
art, and more, children will 
discover the many ways that 
nature amazes us. Each day will 
be a new adventure!

Registration begins November 
5th! Contact Preschool 
Director Diane Thureson, 
dthureson@ssymca.org for 
more information and to 
register.

TICKETED SHOWS & EVENTS
Join us in our air conditioned Vine Hall for a fun and educational show that is sure to delight the entire family.  Ages 3 and up.  No strollers 
please.  All programs require tickets unless otherwise noted. Fees:  $7 Member; $10 Non-Member.  Call 781-659-2559 to purchase tickets.

Bubbleology
Thursday, August 2
One show: 1:00pm
Thursday, December 27
Two shows: 11:00am & 1:00pm

Explore the secret world of bubbles with 
state of the art soap bubble sculptures! 
From bubbles as big as bathtubs to fog 
filled spinning geometric shapes, Keith 
Johnson will have the audience roaring with 
laughter. Discover how to continue the 
experiments on your own at home. Rainforest Reptiles

Tuesday, August 14
Three shows: 11:00am, 1:00pm & 3:00pm

Meet alligators, turtles, and snakes from the 
neo-tropical rainforest to the sub-tropical 
rainforests of the world. You will be thrilled 
and excited by our favorite herpetologist 
who will give you every fact and dispel your 
misconceptions about the rainforest and 
the reptiles that live in them. If you have 
never experienced a Rainforest Reptile 
Shows program, this is the one for you!

Eyes on Owls
Wednesday, August 22
Two shows: 1:00pm & 3:00pm

Owl experts Marcia and Mark Wilson will 
introduce us to their menagerie of owls.  
Get an up close view of these amazing 
citizens of the New England fields and 
forests. We promise it’ll be a hoot!
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ADULT PROGRAMS
Volunteer Days at the SSYMCA Family Farm 
(located behind SSYMCA’s Early Learning Center)
Saturdays in August 
9:00-11:00am

You put the “community” in “community farm.”  Come lend a 
hand, see what’s growing, and maybe even try a taste of farm-
fresh fruits and vegetables.  All abilities and ages welcome; children 
under age 14 must be accompanied by an adult. No registration 
required.  For more information contact Nina Rogowsky, Farm 
Director – nrogowsky@ssymca.org.

Pollinate New England at SSNSC
Wednesday, July 11
Workshop:  1:00-4:00pm
Lecture:  6:00-8:30pm

Through a grant from the New England Wildflower Society, 
SSNSC was selected as one of twelve sites to receive an 
installation of a native pollinator garden. Educators from NEWFS 
will be on hand to deliver a workshop and lecture. 

Pollinators need native plants for food and habitat, and plants need 
pollinators. Without both, the entire food system is at risk. And right 
now, the birds, bats, bees, moths, and butterflies that pollinate plants 
are in crisis worldwide.  Join New England Wildflower Society for 
free educational programs to build awareness of the crisis and teach 
everyday homeowners how to plant their own native plant gardens 
to nurture the pollinators that all plants need to reproduce. 

Advanced registration required, visit SSNSC.org to learn more.

Shibori & Indigo Workshop
Saturday, September 22
9:00am – 4:00pm
Adults

Taught by Landscape Quilter Carol Anne Grotrian.
Learn the basics of Shibori, a Japanese dyeing technique that 
typically involves folding, twisting, or bunching cloth and binding 
it, then dyeing it in indigo.  Participants will be able to experiment 
with a variety of techniques and take home pieces to create their 
own sampler quilt.  Participants are asked to bring a few supplies, 
lunch and snacks, and wear clothes that can get indigo on them.  
Most materials provided. Pre-registration required.  

Fees:  $75 Member; $90 Non-Member

Seed Saving for Beginners
Saturday, September 29
9:30 – 11:00am
Adults
Save the seeds from your garden to plant again next year! In 
this hands-on workshop, learn the basics of harvesting, cleaning, 
storage, viability, and pretreatment of perennial, annual, vegetable 
and herb seeds. Pre-registration required.
Fees:  $15 Member; $18 Non-Member

37th Annual Garden Tour
SSNSC’s signature fundraiser focuses on helping 
children of all ages enjoy nature through gardening and 
empowering the public to see their backyards as living 
classrooms. Visit ssnsc.org to purchase tickets.

Twilight in the Garden at SSNSC
Friday, July 13, 7:00-10:00pm
Celebrate with live music, elegant tastings & silent auction.

Annual Garden Tour
Saturday, July 14, 10:00am-5:00pm
Tour Gardens in Scituate, Norwell & Hanover
Visit several of the loveliest gardens on the South Shore while 
enjoying arts and music in the gardens at your own pace 
on this self-guided tour. 
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VINE HALL  
ART GALLERY

NATURALIST’S 
CORNER 
Compost  
Happens
In nature, nothing 
goes to waste. The 
very notion of “waste” 
implies that something 
is being wasted. So 
instead of treating 
waste as a problem, 
we can look at it as an 
opportunity to reuse 
or recycle something. Many of the things people treat as 
“waste” -- food waste, garden and yard waste, and manure 
– contain beneficial nutrients. At the Science Center, we 
are able to recover the nutrients from these materials by 
composting them in our three-bin garden compost system 
and giving the finished compost to the garden plants to help 
them grow. Composting also diverts these useful materials 
from landfills, where they serve no purpose and cause 
environmental problems.
Here are some materials we can compost: 
- Apple cores, orange peels, and strawberry tops
- Wilted lettuce, carrot peelings, and broccoli stems
- Egg shells
- Coffee grounds and tea leaves
- Chicken manure and rabbit droppings
- Garden weeds
- Unbleached paper towels (remember, paper is made 
from trees!)

NEWS FROM THE SCIENCE CENTER

Beyond the Garden Gate Juried Art Show
June 30-August 25 
Artist Reception Wednesday, July 25; 6:00-8:00pm

Family Observations of the World  
Painting, Photography, & Poetry
Father Daughter Duo: Mert Prince & Christine Abruzzesse 
August 27-October 7
Artist Reception Thursday, September 8; 6:00-8:00pm
 

Creative Writing & Storytelling Workshop 
Taught by Barbara Prince  
Thursday September 20; 7:00-9:00pm registration required.

Seasons of the Leaf 
New England Society of Botanical Artists
October 10-November 18
Artist Reception Saturday, October 20

Karen Cass: Oil, Charcoal, Collage & Mixed Media
November 20, 2018 – January 6, 2019

Volunteer Opportunities 
Support our mission through volunteering! Help with fun programs and 
events; work in the gardens and on the trails, or get behind the scenes 
to keep things running. There are many ways to get involved and we 
welcome individuals with a wide variety of talents, interests, and abilities! 
Internships are available for high school and college students who want 
to get hands-on experience in environmental education, conservation 
and non-profit administration. For more information, contact Nina 
Rogowsky, the volunteer coordinator, at nrogowsky@ssymca.org

Sponsor-a-Critter
The South Shore Natural Science Center houses a number of 
animals that help us teach our visitors about the importance of 
native species and their habitats. You can help with these efforts 
by sponsoring one of our animals. Sponsorships help pay for food, 
cleaning supplies, health care needs, and habitat repairs. Contact 
Angela Dwyer at adwyer@ssymca.org or 781-659-2559 ext. 221 
for a list of animals available for sponsorship. 

SSNSC Offers Free Teacher Workshop
This July, SSNSC will present a new professional development 
program for third to fifth grade teachers: “Hot Topic: Climate 
Change in the Classroom.”  This eight-day workshop will be 
designed to introduce 20 third-to-fifth grade teachers to climate 
change programs and projects they can conduct in their classrooms 
and schoolyards, including numerous citizen science projects 
they can use to excite, educate and engage their students about 
environmental science, and through which they may see the effects 
of climate change in the natural world. The content and materials 
will support the new Massachusetts STE Frameworks.
Teachers will be visited by guest lecturers from our partner 
environmental education and conservation organizations and 
attend field trips to local institutions conducting climate change 
research and Citizen Science projects. Working in groups, teachers 
will be challenged to develop and facilitate the implementation 
of a hands-on participatory climate change project for kids to be 
used as a demonstration at our annual Thingamajig® Invention 
Convention in August.  Upon completion, participants will receive 
65+ hours of professional development, a curriculum kit for their 
classroom, and a stipend. This workshop is made possible through 
a grant from the Cedar Tree Foundation. Visit SSNSC.org for more 
information and to apply. 
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37th Annual Martha B. Twigg 
“Through the Garden Gate” Garden Tour 

To benefit the South Shore Natural Science Center

For sponsorship opportunities contact Chris Jacobs, cjacobs@ssymca.org

Learn more and register at www.ssnsc.org
Early bird tickets through July 8th.

Twilight in the Garden 
Cocktail Reception 

 Friday, July 13, 2018 
at South Shore Natural Science Center

Garden Tour 
Saturday, July 14, 2018 

Enjoy stunning private gardens  
in Scituate, Norwell and Hanover.

Save the Dates!
42nd Annual  
Corn Festival
Saturday & Sunday, 
September 15 & 16
10:00am - 4:00pm

Popular with families 
across the region, the 
Corn Festival is an 
annual event celebrating 
the fall harvest, and 
natural and cultural 
heritage of New 
England.


